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Underlying Heart in the Midst of Justice/Judgment—the ‘Self‐Conflicted God’

Jesus as Moral Teacher: Where does this leave us? 

SIX: A couple of examples (1): 
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Underlying Heart in the Midst of Justice/Judgment—the ‘Self‐Conflicted God’

Jesus as Moral Teacher: Where does this leave us? 

SIX: A couple of examples (2): 
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Underlying Heart in the Midst of Justice/Judgment—the ‘Self‐Conflicted God’

Jesus as Moral Teacher: Where does this leave us? 

SIX: A couple of examples (3): 
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Underlying Heart in the Midst of Justice/Judgment—the ‘Self‐Conflicted God’

Jesus as Moral Teacher: Where does this leave us? 

SIX: A couple of examples (4): 
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Jesus as Moral Teacher: Where does this leave us? 

SIX: A couple of examples (5,6): 

Sending lying spirits (1 Kings 22)

Elisha and the child-killing bears (2 Kings 2)

But telling the target that they are lying…? [lol]

• The ‘kids’ are Elisha’s age or OLDER
• They are from the elite class, middle-managers in the rival 

cult and/or mercenary force guarding the pagan temple.
• 50 of them roaming the woods, at just the ‘right time’??
• Meeting a (similar) fate as the prophet of the Lord who 

disobeyed previously [except no record of deaths]
• “Baldness” accusation was not against his physical 

appearance!
• Violence against YHWH’s prophets rampant
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Some of the ones I have personally wrestled with / 
worked through / found grace and truth in:
(just a sample of titles from the Thinktank, relevant to the OT):

Jesus as Moral Teacher: Where does this leave us? 

SEVEN: Where to Go from Here… Roads already traveled by others

1. How could a God of Love order the massacre/annihilation of 
the Canaanites?

2. How can God allow 'natural' evil to occur?
3. God apparently set humanity up for failure in the Garden, so 

doesn't this show Him to be cruel, schizoid, or psychotic?
4. But isn’t “Penal Substitution” actually illegal (if not immoral)??
5. God is Wrathful, Vengeful, Jealous, and Angry every day--and 

you want me to have a relationship with Him?!
6. Shouldn't the butchering of the Amalekite children be 

considered war crimes?
7. What about God’s cruelty against the Midianites?
8. Was God being evil when He killed all the firstborn in Egypt?
9. Why didn't God stop the process before it started, if He knew 

of the massive amounts of suffering that would befall many 
of His creatures??
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And We End Up Back Here Again – But Wiser

In obedience, trust, and loyalty to Jesus, we must face the ‘atrocities’ 
passages, since Jesus has taught us and clearly demonstrated to us 
that they are in fact NOT the ‘work of Satan’ operating under the 

name of YHWH.

But rather that they are – somehow and in important aspects ‐‐
manifestations of the character and values of the Father/Son/Spirit, 
and faithfully contain teachings from the God of grace, patience, 
justice, loyalty, compassion, and eventual deliverance from all evil‐

doers, both human and angelic.
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And we know we can Rest assured…

That if OUR hearts—as being shaped by the love of God’s work in our 
lives, into the image of HIS HEART—are troubled by passages in His 

word, then SO MUCH MORE was His heart troubled.

Moral failures have dulled our hearts—we don’t experience life at the 
intense level of His untainted and undiminished emotional core.

He will grieve with us—and BEYOND US—because He is love …

So, trust Him and look for His goodness and wisdom in even THESE 
passages – and He will lead good hearts to the truth, the good, and 

the glorious.
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